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treme gravity of the situation so created or the dire
ful possibilities that might be precipitated into rea

ities by a rash move by any of the powers. V Mtn!Clothes- Great Britain is doubly aggrieved by what she
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deems the violation of the terms 'of the Berlin treaty
by the sending of vessels of war through the Dar
danelles and by such aggression on her merchant
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THE RUSSO-BRITIS- II CRISIS.

For generations Russia's foreign policy has been

founded on the principle which diplomats cover by
the phrase "un fait accompli," the thing done; that
is, she would do what she pleased or grab what she

wanted and then clamor loudly for the preservation
of the "status" or condition which she herself had

just created, says the Seattle
So dreadful has been the monster of European

war, so lightly has it slumbered and so timorous
have the diplomats and governments been in their
steps lest they might awake the horror, that Russia's

policy has more often than not been crowned 'with
success. ,

"When she tried it with Japan, however, she made
the mistake of her career, for Japan cared nothing
about the monster being beyond the reach of his
arm. But this very careless audacity of Japan
caused a subtle change in every chancellery in

Europe. The weakness of the most gigantic force1

among them all was being laid naked, the possible
effect of alliances had to be considered, the chances
of war had to be studied. The great conflict could
no longer be regarded as an almost unthinkable

calamity. It not only had to be thought of but pre-

pared for.
At this moment of strained tension and of Rus-

sia's mose perilous situation in the far east she has

tried once more her old audacious game. Chafing
under the imprisonment of her Glack sea ,fleet by
the closing of the Dardanelles to war vessels, she
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